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What Is The Real Problem?

From time to time it is necessary to preach and teach on
different problems that exist and to point out why it is wrong for
individuals to engage in certain activities or to act in a manner that
is contrary to the teaching of God's word.  How wonderful when
those who are doing wrong will be so influenced by the word of
God that they will cease that which is wrong and will conform their
lives to the will of the Lord.  Such is indeed a cause for rejoicing,
however this is not always the result we receive after teaching the
word of God. 

Sometimes those who are doing wrong have the attitude
that they are going to do as they please and NO ONE is going to
tell them what to do.  Others will not be so arrogant in their
reaction but will still persist in their wrong doing.  Some will even
rebel to the point of offering opposition against the truth and those
who teach the truth.  Even though their reactions to the teaching of
the truth may vary somewhat I am convinced that the real problem
is the same in each case. 

What is the real problem?  Why is it that some will forsake
the assembling of themselves with the saints (Hebrews 10:25) and
will hear lessons presented exhorting them to repent and become
faithful in their service to the Lord but they will continue to
forsake and often do not even seem "bothered" by the lessons
presented? 

Why is it that some will hear lessons presented on giving (1
Corinthians 16:1,2) and know that they are not giving as they
should but will make no effort at all to increase their contribution?
I have even known of some who would DECREASE the amount
they gave if someone were to teach what the scriptures have to say
about giving.  What is the real problem? 

There are many lost in sin.  You teach on the Christian's
responsibility to teach the word to those who are lost that they may
hear and be encouraged to obey.  However, few will make any
attempt to teach their friends and neighbors.  Few ever express any
interest in "personal work"or in any teaching that would help one
in doing such work.  Again, we ask, "What is the problem?"

A brother is overtaken in a fault.  Members are reminded of
their responsibility to this one (Galatians 6:1), but no one even
makes an effort to go and talk to this brother or to learn what may
be done to encourage this one to return to the Lord.  Why? 

As we mentioned earlier, the problem is the same in all of
the above situations.  The real problem is that many have not yet
learned to love the truth, to love the souls of men (even their own),
and therefore have not yet come to realize how important it is that
each individual submit his life in obedience to the Lord.  When
men come to realize the value of one soul (Matthew  16:26) they
will be ready to do whatever is necessary to bring about the
salvation of that soul, however until men gain this understanding
or develop this love for the souls of men (especially their own soul)
you can preach and teach all you want to and these will not show
any desire to obey.  When men have the right attitude toward truth
and toward the Lord they will obey from the heart (Romans
6:17,18) that they may have the hope of an eternal home in heaven. 

N James Hahn



Need For Specific Preaching

Several years ago I was delivering a lesson on "Distinctive
Preaching." One young preacher in the audience took issue with some
points that I made and said, "I just preach principles, I don't make
application. I let each person do that for himself." I replied, "Don't
you think David was glad that Nathan didn't do that?" He wanted to
know what I meant. I reminded him of Nathan coming to King David
after David had taken another man's wife and later had that man put
in a position to be killed. Nathan came to David and spoke of a rich
man who had many flocks and herds and a poor man that had just one
little ewe lamb that was like a child to him (2 Samuel 12). When the
rich man had the opportunity to entertain a stranger he did not take
from his many flocks and herds but took the poor man's one little ewe
lamb. David understood the principle. In fact the Bible says, "And
David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to
Nathan, ‘As the Lord liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall
surely die: And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this
thing, and because he had no pity’" (2 Samuel 12:5,6). It was not until
Nathan said, "Thou art the man" that David made the application to
himself and acknowledged his sin (see Psalm 51).

Yes, sometimes we must be very specific in our preaching if
we expect people to understand and make application. Many will say
"Amen" when we teach that we must respect the authority of God's
word in all things, but will get upset when we start examining various
practices or doctrines in the light of God's word. It is great, to them,
to have you say that we need to reject the doctrines of men, but when
you identify some of these (instrumental music in worship, church
support of human institutions, church sponsored recreation and
entertainment, etc.) they get angry as David did. I know from
personal experience that just because preaching makes one angry
doesn't mean that the preaching did no good. It may cause one to
study and examine his life in light of the truth and make the necessary
changes in his life.

N James Hahn
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