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The Need To Be Sincere

Sincerity is “the quality of being free from deceit (i.e. the
action or practice of deceiving someone by concealing or misrepre-
senting the truth) or the quality of being free from hypocrisy (i.e. the
practice of claiming to have moral standards or beliefs to which one’s
own behavior does not conform). Now, did you know that the Bible
has a lot to say about sincerity? The Scriptures do emphasize the
importance of sincerity. Therefore...

 Be Sincere In Your Love For The Lord.
In Matthew 22:37, Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your

God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.”
Simply put, Jesus said you need to love the Lord thy God with thy all,
and not only shall we whole-heartedly love the Lord, but we likewise
need to do so without hypocrisy (Matthew 15:7-8). Therefore, be
sincere in your love for the Lord, and hold on to these words of the
apostle Paul, “Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity. Amen” (Ephesians 6:24).

 Be Sincere In Your Service To The Lord.
Not only do we need to be sincere in our love for the Lord, but

we also need to be sincere in our service to the Lord. In Joshua 24:14,
Joshua commanded the children of Israel to “fear the Lord, serve Him
in sincerity and in truth.” You see, just as Joshua instructed God’s
people of old to serve the Lord in sincerity and in truth, we likewise
need to be a people who do the very same today (John 4:24).

Therefore, let’s be sincere in our service to the Lord, and let’s serve
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear (Hebrews 12:28). 

 Be Sincere In Your Love For One Another.
We also need to be a people who sincerely express our love

for one another. In John 13:34, Jesus speaking to his chosen disciples
said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another;
as I have loved you, that you also love one another.” In verse 35, He
goes on to tell them why that is important when He says, “By this all
will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one an-
other.” You see, having love for one another, so to speak, is a “badge
of discipleship.”  Therefore, let’s fervently and sincerely express our
love for one another (1 Peter 1:22, 4:8), and remember, if someone
says, “I love God” and hates his brother he is a liar (1 John 4:20).

 Be Sincere In Your Faith.
Paul informed, in 2 Timothy 1:5, that Timothy possessed a

genuine (i.e. sincere) faith, and just as Timothy had a sincere faith, we
likewise need to be sincere in our faith. So, knowing that, let’s be one
who draws near to God with a true heart in full assurance of faith (i.e.
a faith in God that leaves no room for doubt) (Hebrews 10:22). For,
as John informs, “whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And
this is the victory that has overcome the world-our faith” (1 John
5:4).

 Be Sincere In Your Entire Conduct.
Now, the fact of the matter is, we need to be sincere in our

entire conduct. You see, just as Paul and Timothy sincerely con-
ducted themselves (2 Corinthians 1:12) we likewise need to do the
same, and in Philippians 1:9-10, Paul’s prayer for the saints in
Philippi was for them to be sincere and without offense till the day of
Christ. Therefore, let us all lay aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy,
envy, and all evil speaking (1 Peter 2:1), and let’s be a people who
sincerely conduct ourselves.

Once more, there is a crying need for all to strive to live a life
that is characterized by sincerity!
 N Brad Phillips 



If You Want Eternal Life, Then You Must Submit To
God and Obey Him

     There are only two men mentioned in the Bible who
escaped death. Enoch pleased and walked with God.
Enoch lived 365 years, and he was translated (i.e. taken
away) that he did not see death (Hebrews 11:5). Elijah
went up by a whirlwind into heaven, and Elisha saw it and
he cried, “My father, my father, the Chariot of Israel and
the horseman thereof, and he saw him no more” (2 Kings
2:11-12).

     Death is not something that most of us want to think
about. We usually think of it as something that will
happen in the future, or that it will happen to someone
else. We don’t like to think of it as something that could
happen to us, or even that it could happen today. How-
ever, the first thing that we need to realize about death is
that it can happen at any time. God has given us no
guarantee as to how long we will have on this earth.

     We also need to realize that death can happen to each
of us. It can happen to me, and it can happen to you. It not
only can happen, it will happen. Just as there is no
escaping death, there is no escaping the judgment. The
Hebrew writer tells us that it is appointed for men once to
die, but after this the judgment (Hebrew 9:27). If I want
eternal life, then I must submit to God and obey Him
while on earth (Galatians 6:7-8). The choice is mine. Paul
told Timothy take heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine,
continue in them for in doing this thou shalt both save
thyself and them that hear thee (1 Timothy 4:16).

     Life and death, what happens when we die? The
Hadean world receives our spirit when it leaves our body
to await the resurrection. In the last great day, the
judgment day, all the dead will hear the voice of Jesus
and come forth from the grave. They that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life, and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation (John 5:28-
29).

     Knowing our time is short, our prayer should be, so
teach us to number our days, that we may apply our
hearts unto wisdom (Psalm 90:10-12). Death is an
appointment that all of us shall meet if the Lord delays
His coming (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).

N Thornton Thomas
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