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FALSE  TEACHERS
Recently we have been hearing much discussion among brethren

as to who should be considered a false teacher.  Some are saying that
a person should not be considered a false teacher unless he manifests
the characteristics listed by Peter in 2 Peter 2:1-3.  Here Peter warns,
"But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there
shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and
bring upon themselves swift destruction.  And many shall follow their
pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil
spoken of.  And through covetousness shall they with feigned words
make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time
lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not."

We are being told that if a person is kind, sincere and does not
manifest all the characteristics described by Peter then that one
should not be considered a false teacher.  I am persuaded that this is
a very dangerous attitude for anyone to have.  A false teacher is one
who teaches that which is false.  If a person believes false teaching
and follows such he is wrong even if both he and the one who taught
him the false doctrine are very kind and sincere in their beliefs.

Paul told the Romans to "mark them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid
them" (Romans 16:17).  He goes on to point out that they "serve not
our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and
fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple" (v. 18).  Paul here tells
us the standard to be used in determining whether one is a false
teacher.  They cause divisions and offences "contrary to the doctrine

which ye have learned."  The doctrine they had learned is the same
doctrine to which they had been obedient and by which they had been
made free from sin (Romans 6:17).  It is the gospel of Christ (Romans
1:16).  When anyone teaches anything contrary to this doctrine he is
a false teacher.  His teaching will cause divisions and offences with
anyone who holds to sound doctrine.  He may say he does not want
to cause division and he may appear to be (and may be) very sincere,
but if he teaches that which is contrary to the teaching of Christ he is
wrong.

Jesus spoke of some who would say, "Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and
in thy name done many wonderful works?" (Matthew 7:22)  However,
Jesus said, "And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you:
depart from me, ye that work iniquity" (v. 23).  There is nothing in
these verses to indicate these did not really believe they were doing
right, however Jesus said they were workers of "iniquity."  They were
acting without law or authority from Him.

It is sad, indeed, when a false teacher, with smooth words and fair
speeches, can deceive people and is more readily received than one
who will stand firm for the truth of God's word.  The teacher of truth
is often viewed as a trouble maker or one who simply doesn't have the
proper love for others.

The truth is the only thing that will make us free and obedience
to truth is the only thing that will purify our souls (John 8:32; 1 Peter
1:22).  We need to love the truth and uphold and support those who
teach it.  When one turns from the truth we must strive to restore that
one but if he will not be restored we must mark that one as a false
teacher and avoid him (Romans 16:17).

A favorite ploy of the false teacher is to say that those who
oppose him simply want everyone to see things their way and try to
make it appear that it is simply a matter of two individuals expressing
their own personal views.  We all agree (or should) that there is no
justification for anyone pressing their personal views to the dividing
of the body of Christ, however that is not to say that we can not be
certain about anything or that we can not take a stand on anything or
that me must be receptive to everyone regardless of what they teach.

I believe that a person must be baptized for the remission of sins
(Acts 2:38).  This is not my personal opinion, it is not just what I



have chosen to believe; it is what the scriptures teach.  If one does not
believe and teach this he is a false teacher.  Also, for a person to
condone that which is not authorized would be the same.  There are
some things that are not authorized in God's word and to practice
such is sin (2 John 9).  Instrumental music in worship, church support
of human organizations and institutions and many other practices
would meet this description.  When I oppose these practices, again,
it is not just my opinion, it is not just what I have chosen to believe. 
These things are without Bible authority and are wrong.  Men may
say we ought to learn to "get along" and not to be fussing over so
many things, but we can not compromise the truth or give support to
those who do if we would maintain the favor of God (2 John 9-11).

N James Hahn
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Christians In "Other Churches"
In years past one of "our" preachers would take this as a subject,

and "tear the hide off'n" denominationalism.  He would point out that
"the church" is the body of Christ, Eph. 1:22-23; the bride of Christ,
2 Cor. 11:1-2; the kingdom of Christ, Col. 1:13, Matt. 16:18-19; etc.;
and that Christ has but one body, bride, kingdom.  He would point out
that the way into Christ – "putting on" Christ – is the way into the
body, etc., (Gal. 3:26-27; 1 Cor. 12:12-13; Rom. 6:3-4) hence, only
those who walk this way are "in Christ" and all who walk this way
are added to the same body, family, kingdom, etc.  That leaves no
place for Christians in "other churches"!!

You know – I think he was right about it!!  That's the way it is!! 
But there were false conclusions drawn in the early days, even as
now.  Some missed the figurative nature of the above expressions;
tending to equate Christ's church with some imperfect "party" – and
truth with the party practices; and perhaps even elevate the "plan" and
the "Church of Christ" party above the Lord Himself.  The preachers
were not wholly to be blamed.  Simple points were made for simple
people, some of whom refusing to grow up.  It happens today.

Today we have liberal thinkers who say there are Christians in
"other churches."  They discount plain Bible teaching re. baptism, the
worship, etc., and glorify the so-called "pure heart" of subjective
thinkers.  These liberals see sectarianism among the saints (expressed
in paragraph above) as justification for concluding that no "true" or

"sound" church of the Lord exists today.  They ridicule the idea of a
"sound" functioning church.  Others, bowing to popular demands, say
there are Christians in "other churches."  Hidden in the fine print is
the explanation that these are the once faithful saints who have gone
astray; and they fail to stress what God says about those who deny the
Lord that bought them. (2 Pet. 2:1-f)  The liberals grasp this "middle"
(?) position as sop of encouragement.

It does seem we could learn something by all of this.  Faithful
gospel preachers can not cease to proclaim the points made in first
paragraph because someone understands them in a sectarian way.  It
is their obligation to instruct – enlighten.  The scriptures do say there
is one body. (Eph. 4:4; 1 Cor. 12:12-13)  Now if hearers color this
with sectarian conceptions it becomes our duty to erase the color –
not throw out the basic teaching.

If brethren have "institutionalized" the church, and "sectarianized"
the church of Christ; we must attack the error – distinguish between
so-called "Church of Christ" doctrine and objective scriptural
teaching.  We gravely blunder when we leave the impression that the
subjective philosophy, social gospel, emotion pricked sectarian is a
"Christian" in the true sense of the word, and heaven bound.  The
Bible doesn't teach it.

Honest, truth-seeking pilgrims in and out of Christ's church are
hungry for the bread of life, and welcome humble efforts to save their
souls. N Robert F. Turner
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